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equivocal, as is to be expected in a document signed by Michael Karolyi as well as by right-wing Czechoslovak and Polish Agrarians. " The main basis on which a sound and progressive agricultural community can be built up is the individual peasant-owned farm, but the desirability of voluntary cooperation in land cultivation is recognised ". According as the stress is placed on the first or the second half of this phrase, almost any kind of agrarian policy, from that of the Czech or Danish peasant cooperatives to the policy of the U.S.S.R. when in 1940 it acquired the Baltic territories, can be based on such an argument. The declaration also emphasises the need for stable agricultural prices, for a balanced agriculture (as opposed to staple crop culture with the resulting over-dependence on the markets for certain products) and, for similar reasons, for ce a combination of appropriate industries with agriculture ". Few students of the subject will deny the reasonableness of this programme, or the ability of the authors who have succeeded in evolving out of the most ticklish issues of East European policies a number of points of agreement among the sectional interests concerned, which would probably *be accepted also by the Socialist parties as planks in a platform of cooperation.
But, while certainly constituting a reasonable sectional platform, the declaration tends to leave open the issues of international policy. " Cooperation of the whole Peasant community from the Baltic to the Mediterranean " seems rather near to the current conception in Polish political circles of a " Middle bloc " between Germany and the U.S.S.R., a conception that is doomed not only by the power of the U.S.SJL, but also by the strict opposition of the Czechs and Southern Slav peoples, including the peasantry, and of the working classes of nearly all the nations concerned.x But, taken in its context, it does not necessarily imply more than the existence of certain common sectional interests located in a certain area, for the simple reason that the social and natural conditions of agricultural production are not of so worldwide a uniformity as those in industry, where Japanese and Indian wages and hours may influence those in Lancashire. If the programme is intended as a purely sectional platform, no conclusions regarding the political framework within which that sectional interest is to be represented can be drawn from it. But if it is to be interpreted as a claim for political leadership, the need to establish political federation between the signatories of
1 See below, pp. 477-9.